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Regional

College students deserve good role models
In past columns I have discussed the issue of the
deteriorating academic preparation of high school
seniors, exemplified but continuous decline in the
ACT and SAT scores over the past 10 years.
These tests are designed to measure the preparedness of high school students for college. But
I am afraid that this trend is only the tip of the
iceberg of how badly prepared many students are
for college.
In order to succeed in college, students need
a suitable attitude for it, including everything
from good study habits to civil behavior in the
classroom. Unfortunately, we are also witnessing
a decline in these aptitudes. Faculties – including
younger instructors – are complaining more and
more that instead of being in the classroom to
prepare the minds of their students, they have to
spend more time and energy acting as behavioral
police.
It is becoming commonplace to hear students
asking their teachers after lectures whether they
“need to know that,” as if the course material
could be divided between “necessary” or “useless.”
That same message happens when a student
who misses a class emails the professor to ask
whether if he or she “missed anything important.”
Some students buy used textbooks that have
already been highlighted so they don’t have to
read and comprehend it. They simply look at what
a past student considered the most critical passages. Sometimes they go as far as asking the professor to actually highlight for them on the textbook
what they need to study. It is hard to imagine such

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
Letters from Academia
mental laziness.
Then there is the attitude in the classroom, from
being constantly late, to missing many classes
without a good excuse, to falling asleep during
the lecture, to spending their time looking into
their electronic devices to check on their friends’
messages in social media. Some also play games.
Some have even been caught watching pornography. Many don’t read the syllabus and ignore
instructions given to them.
A number of studies have shown that cases of
cheating keep increasing, not to mention straightout lies. I have as a policy that any student missing a test needs to document the reason (e.g., illness, major family tragedy) to get a make-up test.
Once, a student who had missed his exam
approached me and said that he had a good “reason” why he could not take the exam when originally scheduled. He told me that he could not take
it because he had been “abducted by space aliens.”
Death of grandmothers (rarely grandfathers) is a
typical excuse, although this one has become less
and less believable.
Once I heard of a student who used that excuse
twice for the same grandmother. When confronted
with the fact she said “but this time it’s for real.”
Another student, when caught with an exam that
was identical (including misspellings) to the one

of the student sitting in front of her, said that
she did not mean it but that what had actually
occurred was she had an “out-of-body experience.”
Although not all students exhibit this behavior, the increasing number of incidents like these
should not be ignored. They are signaling a
change in attitudes and values among the younger
generations of citizens. But from where are these
behaviors coming?
One could point fingers at high schools. In order
to keep the funding they need, they have to show
that students do better and better in standardized
tests. This, in turn, leads teachers to become test
preparers instead of role models of discipline and
ethical behavior. But I think that the problem is
deeper than that.
We are currently witnessing in society an
increased permissiveness toward vulgarity and
mediocrity at all levels, from the behavior of
entertainment celebrities to political leaders who
do not seem ashamed of discussing the size of
their genitalia in a nationally televised presidential debate.
Although greater access to higher education is
a noble goal, we need to start asking ourselves
whether all those students with a high school
diploma are both academically and culturally prepared for college.
But the solution to that question is not an easy
one due to a number of factors that are creating
pressure on higher education. One is the fact that
given the decreasing financial support for state
institutions, they are resorting to increasing the

number of students enrolled not only to expand
their cash flow but also to justify their relevance
in society. The problem is that not only are they
admitting students who are most likely to fail, but
also who will never graduate and will carry large
student debt for years without a diploma to justify
such an expense. As a result, some state agencies
and politicians are starting to emphasize retention
and graduation rates, which means increasing
expenditures in support services aimed at mending the deficiencies of our high schools. In many
cases these efforts are to no avail.
Worse even, there is an increasing pressure
– directly and indirectly – on professors to “go
easy” on issues of academic rigor and ethical standards of behavior in the classroom.
That pressure is particularly hard on junior
professors who have yet to obtain tenure and who
want to make sure that they look good in student
evaluations.
What better way to do that than to give good
grades to students even if they do not deserve
them? After all, many students when coming to
college feel shocked that they cannot earn straight
“A’s” as they did in high schools, no matter how
they perform.
I am afraid that unless we all start to provide
better examples in our conduct this problem will
not be solved.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://
www.aromerojr.net
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'Tis the season
Agriculture instructor John Davin and students Kathy Hajny and Trevor Huene check new seedlings at the Edwardsville High
School greenhouse. About 20,000 to 30,000 flower and foliage transplants will be ready for sale at the agriculture greenhouse
on April 15-16.

Area group restoring Civil War cannon
For the Intelligencer
After successful efforts to restore two Civil
War flags, members of a central Illinois Civil War
group are now working to restore a historic Civil
War-era cannon.
The Macoupin County Civil War Round Table
is raising funds to rehabilitate the cannon, which
is a landmark on the grounds of the Macoupin
County courthouse. A new aluminum carriage
will replace the current concrete mount, and the
barrel, a six-pounder, will be completely restored.
It’s an important part of the history of Macoupin
County,” said Alan Ashby, a Carlinville business-

WILDEY
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Silent auction items will include
two Stan Musial pictures, two Blues
pictures, two sets of Cardinals tickets and two sets of Blues tickets that
were donated by a local law firm.

man who is helping to organize fundraising
efforts. “I think it’s important to preserve this
kind of history for everyone, to show where we
came from and why we’re here.”
Along with Ashby, other round table members spearheading the effort include businessman Norman Crays of Carlinville, farmer Steve
Hicks of Roodhouse, and bookstore owner John
Alexander of Virden.
The cost of the new aluminum carriage is
estimated at $15,000, and total costs for the
project may reach $25,000. Ashby said that
around $7,000 has been raised to date.
Recent activities of the group have included

“The Bad News Bears” stars Walter
Matthau as Morris Buttermaker, a
former minor league baseball player, who must guide a team of misfits
through the upcoming Little League
season. It also stars Tatum O’Neal.
The 1976 movie is rated PG and
has a run time of one hour, 42 minutes.
The timing of the movie is
ideal with the upcoming Major

a raffle of a replica of a Springfield Heritage
revolver. Private donations are also being
sought.
Late last year, the round table also wrapped
up an effort to restore the regimental colors of
the 122nd Illinois. Both flags are now on display in the Macoupin County courthouse.
"We'd like to thank everyone who has contributed to these projects,” said Crays. The
response has kind of overwhelmed us, and
we really appreciate the support we've had."
For more information on efforts to restore the
cannon, call Crays at 217-854-6706 or Ashby at
217-854-4758.

League Baseball season that
starts Sunday.
The American Heart Association
is dedicated to defeating heart disease, stroke and other cardiovascular diseases. The country’s top killer
is cardiovascular disease.
Tuesday’s movie night will help
the organization in its fight.
“We are very grateful,” Dailey
said. “Without (General Manager Al

Canal) and the Wildey, we wouldn't
be able to pull this off for our first
fundraising event outside of the
company.”
To make a tax-deductible
donation, write a check to the
American
Heart Association
at Madison Mutual or mail it to
Madison Mutual at 1 Mutual Ct. in
Edwardsville. For more info, visit
www.heartwalk.org.

Morton, who is not in custody, was charged with alleged retail theft under
$300, a second subsequent offense, on March 15.
Morton was previously convicted of felony theft/stealing $500-$25,000 in
the circuit court of St. Louis County in February, 2012.
Bond is set at $15,000.
On March 14, the Madison County State's Attorney charged David C.
Downey, 22 of Edwardsville, with alleged retail theft under $300, a second
subsequent offense, for an incident that occurred March 12.
According to court documents, Downey was alleged to have taken meat
items without paying at Dierberg's. The value was less than $300.
Downey had been previously convicted of theft in the Circuit Court of
Randolph County in July, 2014.
Bond was set at $15,000 for Downey, who is currently in custody.
A preliminary hearing has been scheduled for 9 a.m. on April 1 with Judge
Neil Schroeder.
All of the charges for retail theft under $300, a second subsequent offense,
are Class 4 felonies.
Clifford D. Collier, 40 of Granite City, was charged with alleged retail theft
over $300, a Class 3 felony, on March 9.
According to court documents, Collier was alleged to have taken over $300
of merchandise from Kohl's on March 8.
Collier, who is in custody, had a preliminary hearing with Judge Richard
Tognarelli at 9 a.m. on March 24. His bond was set at $12,000.
Darryl P. Atwood, 35 of Collinsville, and William C. Wheelan, 35 of
Edwardsville, were charged with alleged burglary, a Class 2 felony, on March
22 for an incident that occurred March 13.
According to court documents, Atwood and Wheelan unlawfully entered a
GMC pick-up truck with the intent of theft. Both are now in custody.
Bond was set at $60,000 for both individuals.
Dana L. Howard, 53 of Woodlawn, was charged with alleged theft over
$500, a Class 3 felony, on March 17.
On March 15, Howard was alleged to have acted as a driver for USF
Holland and taken over $500 of tools and electronics.
USF Holland has a warehouse located in the Gateway Commerce Center.
A preliminary hearing has been set for 9 a.m. on April 1 with Judge Kyle
Napp.

EHS
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EHS students who earned Top Ten awards included Emma DonelsonHuman Growth and Development; Hailey Richardson- Nutrition; Megan
Bardmass- Medical Assisting; Samantha Higgerson- Sports Medicine;
the team of Caitlyn Thompson and Luniva Singh-CPR/First Aid; Zainab
Ali- Healthy Lifestyle; Luniva Singh- Medical Photography; Loewy NoudMedical Photography; the team of Morgan Ash and Amber SchwertmanForensic Medicine; the team of Emma Donelson and Alexis Defend- Health
Career Display; the team of Nathan Crone, Dane Lowry, Jacob NealMedical Innovations.
Students who qualified for nationals who received the Top Three honors
for third place included Morgan Ash - Dental Terminology; Taylor Mateyka
- Medical Math; the team of Danielle Perkins and Kendall O’Brien - CPR/
First Aid and the team of Luniva Singh, Caitlyn Thompson, and Samantha
Higgerson - Public Service Announcement.
Other nationally qualified EHS students include first place honors that
were awarded to Amber Schwertman - Medical Math; and the team of
Hailey Richardson, Shirin Patel, Rachel Bryant, and Ciara Ciani - HOSA
Bowl Team.
The Edwardsville Chapter also brought home most Outstanding HOSA
Chapter with a detailed scrapbook submission by Emma Donelson, and
EHS won the state pin and theme competitions. Kennison Adams and
Brittany Milton submitted the theme while Alexis Wright and Danielle
Perkins submitted the pin design.
“It was incredibly exciting for our HOSA Bowl team to place first and
to be recognized as Most Outstanding Chapter,” Weller added about her
students’ performances. “I was pleasantly surprised by the success of my
first time participants and underclassmen. Their performance paints an
optimistic picture for the possibilities next year.”
Weller also thanked the district for allowing the EHS students “to
showcase their knowledge by participating” in this state contest as well as
thanked EHS Teachers Jon Parkin and Kelly Spinka who volunteered their
time to serve as chaperones on the trip.

Selfie time
The Easter Bunny poses
for a selfie with a guest
Saturday during the Fifth
Annual Culver's Easter
Egg Hunt. More than 100
children turned out for the
event, which is conducted
in the open lot adjacent
to First Clover Leaf Bank.
Photo by Bill Tucker.
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“We spent those eight weeks working hard. There were so many contributions from parents and other teams. Everyone was banding together,” Walker
said.
The trip wasn’t just about hockey.
The players and coaches were able to take in the sites of Washington, D.C.,
including the National Mall, Arlington Cemetery and the Smithsonian Air
and Space Museum.
“They all had the time of their lives,” Walker said. “It wasn’t only the hockey but representing the city and school. It was pretty cool.”
Memories were made by the Edwardsville players and coaches that will
last a lifetime, and it’s in large part due to the community surrounding them.
“I’d find it hard to believe that others accomplished what our community
did for us,” Walker said.

